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Public-Private Partnerships  
For Managed Aquifer Recharge 

 
Comments to the  

Natural Resources Interim Committee 



Outline 

 A water crisis is brewing in Idaho 

 Something can be done about it 

 The Idaho Water Resource Board is already 
addressing the crisis 

 Recharge Development Corporation has an 
idea to augment existing efforts    

 

 

 

 



Which sector will benefit from improved 
water resources management in Idaho? 
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The Snake River Basin 
Adjudication 

 Is now almost completed 

 The Final Unified Decree has been 
signed 

 Decrees rights to ground water 

 Establishes the connection between 
ground water and surface water 

 Enables delivery (curtailment) of ground 
water rights 

 



 



 



 



 

69 Pages of 
Recipients 

In summary, existing users of ground water  
need protection from curtailment calls 



“The future of 
north America 
is to be the 
breadbasket of 
the world” 
 
Dr. Paul Genho 

President, Farmland Reserve, Inc. 

Salt Lake City, UT 



“Our nation 
needs 
agriculture and 
agriculture 
needs water” 

11 Water Supply 
Recommendations, 
including: 
 

•Increase the emphasis 
on water storage 
technologies, including 
underground storage 
when practical 
 



Idaho’s Declining Farmed Land  
Source: USDA Census of Agriculture for Idaho 

Losses from 1997 to 2007:   -   516,547 acres of crop land (8.0%) 
                                             234,916 acres of irrigated farmland (6.9%) 



          Gage 
1. Near Porthill, ID

 11,153,000 AF 

2. Albeni Falls Dam
 17,633,000 AF 

3. Near Post Falls, ID
 4,475,000 AF 

4. Near Potlach, ID
 190,000 AF 

5. Lower Granite Dam
 34,850,725 AF 

6. Near Anatone, WA
 25,281,000 AF 

7. Near Rome, OR
 686,000 AF 

8. ID-UT State Line
 770,000 AF 

Total = over 95MAF! 



Source: IDWR 
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Capital Press Stories 

Water unlocks productivity  

of Eastern Oregon farmland  

February 15, 2013 
…Four of the eight alternatives released Tuesday 
would supply surface water to about 57,000 
acres currently irrigated by groundwater south 
of Interstate 90. The other four proposals would 
replace groundwater with surface water for 
102,600 acres, both north and south of the 
interstate. 



Where are 
Aquifer Storage 
Opportunities? 

Map from IDEQ Website 



 

Full Article provided as a handout 



Primary Drivers of Water 
Projects in Idaho 

1865        1900              1965              2011 

? 

Private Sector  
Role 

State Government 
Role 

Federal Government 
Role 



Role of Recharge  

1865    1900     1965     2011 

Incidental Recharge-- 
No Credit 

State 
Sponsored 
Managed 
Recharge 

  

Privately 
Sponsored 
Managed 
Recharge 

  



What entities will develop storage 
and recharge in the future? 

Irrigation 
Districts and 

Canal Companies 

Local, State and 
Federal 

Government 

Private 
Development 

Company 

    Public-Private Partnerships 

• Expertise 
• Funding 
• Techniques 
• Administration 
• Initiative 

• Expertise 
• Facilities 
• Storage Water 
• Regulatory   

preferences 
 
 

•Expertise 
• Regulations 
• Oversight 
• Funding 
• Enforcement 





 



PPP Example 

State of Arizona 

•AZ Department of Water 
Resources 

•AZ Water Banking Authority 

Central Arizona Project 

•Central AZ Water 
Conservation District 

•CAP Contractors 

•CAP Subcontractors 

•CAGRD 

•Landowners 

•Water Providers 

Private Sector 

•Landowners 

•Water Users 

• Irrigation Districts 

•Water Providers 



Staging 

Creation 

• Short-Term 

• 1 – 2 Years 

Construction 

• Medium-Term 

• 2 – 6 Years 

Operation 

• Long-Term 

• 6+ Years 



Two Approaches 

 Approach 1 – State pays canal companies 
to recharge using state water rights. 

 Approach 2 – State partners with private 
companies to incentivize recharge under 
private rights – the state pays less, and 
receives its return via uncaptured recharge.  
This offers the potential for a large return on 
investment for the state. 



Applications for Private Ground Water 
Recharge above American Falls 

 01-10625 Peoples Canal & Irr. Co. 

 01-10626 Snake River Valley Irr. Dist. 

 01-10597 Idaho Irrigation District 

 01-10598 New Sweden Irrigation Dist. 

 01-10629 Aberdeen Springfield Canal Co. 

 21-13144 Fremont Madison Irr. Dist. 

 Total      

 

Draft Permits Distributed by IDWR on 
September 12, 2014 

350 cfs 

525 cfs 

300 cfs 

300 cfs 

1200 cfs 

1200 cfs 

3875 cfs 

 



 



Implementation of Public Private Partnerships 
Will Stimulate  

Managed Aquifer Recharge 
in Idaho 

 



Proposal 

 IWRB is moving forward very well with 
managed aquifer recharge below American 
Falls 

 

 A Recharge Development Corporation 
proposal invites initiation of a PPP to 
incentivize the private sector to recharge 
above American Falls 



Next Steps 

 The Recharge Development Corporation will 
make a Proposal to the Idaho Water 
Resource Board on September 22, 2014 

 

 The proposal represents a step toward 
initiating PPPs in the Upper Snake 

 

 Your support of the process is encouraged 

 

 



 

The Idaho Legislature and the  
Idaho Water Resource Board  

have the opportunity to encourage  
the private sector to  

 enhance the availability of water for  
for agriculture in Idaho 


